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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y  

Citizen calls for service peaked in 2005, then fell for the fourth year in a row.  Our 
most frequent citizen call type continues to be suspicious events, traffic accident, 
information and disturbance calls.  The majority of high frequency call types are 
showing a decrease, one of the exceptions is domestics, which increased by 54 
calls. 
 
In 2009, there were 6,276 offenses reported within the city.  This represents the third 
lowest total in the past five years.  Although Arvada is showing a 3% reduction in 
total crime; person and property crimes show a slight increase.   
 
Crimes against person totals include assault (simple/aggravated), homicide, 
kidnapping and sex offenses.  This year Arvada experienced decreases in all crimes 
against persons, except sex offenses.  The majority of the incidents involved 
“unwanted touching” by a known individual.   
 
Property crime totals include arson, burglary, fraud/forgery, motor vehicle theft, 
robbery, stolen property, theft and vandalism.  Property crime usually accounts for 
between 70% - 75% of Arvada’s total crime.  Our property crime total has remained 
fairly steady, with only a 1% or 56 offense increase in 2009.   
 
Current crime statistics indicate that property crime is down in most categories.  
Theft from vehicles has continued to be a problem for Arvada residents.  Fraud has 
risen steadily in the past five years. It reached its highest level on record in 2009, 
with 458 incidents.  Identity theft accounts for 96% of fraud committed in Arvada.  
The crime of fraud is particularly troublesome to the police because much of it is 
committed on the internet and fraud transcends jurisdictional boundaries. 
 
Drug and weapon offenses make up the majority of society crime in Arvada. 
Declines in both of these categories has totaled in a 22% decrease. 
 
Through Directed Patrol Intervention (DPI), the department continues to identify 
emerging crime patterns and trends within the community. Combining this 
information with information from other agencies, regional task forces, identifying 
the existence of known offenders and parolees within our community allows the 
department to respond more intelligently with the deployment of police resources to 
apprehend criminals and deter crime.  
 
The police department looks forward to further reductions in crime and disorder as 
a result of partnering with other city departments and members of the community.  
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The Arvada Police Department received 46,549 Citizen-Initiated calls for service (CFS) 
during 2009  - a slight change from the 46,744 calls received in 2008. 

C I T I Z E N - I N I T I A T E D  C A L L S  
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C I T I Z E N - I N I T I A T E D  C A L L S  

Suspicious events and traffic accidents continue to be the most frequent type of dis-
patched call.  Information calls moved into the top three type of call received.  Citizens 
requesting fingerprinting has almost doubled.  According to the Police Service Techni-
cians, this is due to offering fingerprinting three days instead of one day of the week 
and the loosening of the requirements to accommodate outside city residents.  

 
The majority of high 
frequency call types 
are showing a de-
crease, one of the ex-
ceptions is Domes-
tics, which increased 
by 54 calls compared 
to 2008. 
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The following table summarizes crime in 2009 compared to previous years.   
The ↑ ↓ symbols indicate crimes  that are higher or lower (based on the usual range). 

I N C I D E N T  D A T A  
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I N C I D E N T  D A T A  

Although Arvada experienced a 3% reduction in total crime; person and property crimes 
are showing a slight increase.   
 
A 33% increase in sex offenses is 
driving the person crime increase 
and a 27% increase in Fraud has 
contributed to the property crime 
increase.   

C R I M E  B Y  S E C T O R  

Understanding crime in Arvada means understanding the characteristics and contrasts 
of the residential and commercial communities.   

More crime is found in Sector 
B because it is a high popula-
tion area that contains both 
residential and commercial 
communities. 
 
Sectors C and D are residen-
tial area with a less dense 
population.  Neighborhoods 
that are run-down, graffiti-
covered, and in a state of dis-
order tend to negatively influ-
ence the crime rate.  This type 
of neighborhood is rare in Ar-
vada. 
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Crime dropped to its low in February, then increased and remained steady for the rest 
of the year.   

I N C I D E N T  D A T A  

C R I M E  B Y  M O N T H  

Regardless of  season, theft and vandalism are  persistent concerns, no matter what 
the weather. 
 
We currently try to identify the 
top offenders in the hope that 
we can provide resources to 
put those individuals on a pro-
ductive path.  
 
The police department will con-
tinue to research solutions on 
how to decrease theft and van-
dalism in 2010.   
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Eleven percent of crime in Arvada can be categorized as Crime Against Person – 
Homicide, Assault, Kidnapping and Sex Offenses.  Total person crime increased by 
5% compared to the same time last year.   

S E X  O F F E N S E S  

Sex offenses are categorized using Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) categories (see ta-
ble below).  Thirty-seven incidents were determined to be “unfounded” and were not in-
cluded in this analysis.    

Rape has increased by 9 incidents; involving 35 victims.  The offender in most cases is 
an acquaintance of the victim.  Sixty-three percent of the victims were under the age of 
21.  The most common scenario involves a date or flirtation that becomes a sexual as-
sault.   
 
Fondling or unwanted sexual contact increased by 23 incidents.  The majority of the 108 
victims were under the age of 18 and knew their offender.  The most common scenario 
involves a child with a family member or friend. 

P E R S O N  C R I M E  
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P R O P E R T Y  C R I M E  

The majority (74%) of crime in Arvada can be categorized as Crime Against Property.  
Total property crime has increased by 1% or 56 incidents.  Theft and economic crime 
are the only crimes to increase in 2009. 

T H E F T — V E H I C L E  T R E S P A S S  ( F D C T )  

Theft can be broken down into many categories, like shoplifting, purse snatching or theft 
from vehicles.  Theft from vehicles has continued to be a problem for Arvada residents.  
Most vehicle break-ins are carried out by suspects who take advantage of drivers who 
leave vehicles unlocked with valuables in plain sight. 

 
There were 708 theft from cars in 2009; showing a 6% increase from 2008. 

 

Arvada thieves have been 
known to take all kinds of items 
out of vehicles, but it is even 
more attractive if it is 
CRAVED—an acronym that 
stands for Concealable, Remov-
able, Available, Valuable, Enjoy-
able, and Disposable.1 
 

1 Ronald Clarke, Hot Products: Understanding, Anticipating, and Reducing the Demand for Stolen Goods (London: Home Office, 1999). 
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P R O P E R T Y  C R I M E ( C O N T I N U E D )  

F R A U D  
The following two categories represent most Fraud in Arvada: 
 
• Id theft is falsely representing one's identity or position, and acting in the stolen character to 

deceive others and thereby gain a profit.   
 
• Swindling is the use of some other deceptive scheme or device, to obtain money, goods, or 

other things of value. It includes Craig’s list and contractor cons, send money to get money 
schemes and renting but not returning. 

Identity theft accounts for 96% of fraud committed in Arvada.  Id Theft has increased by 
34% in 2009.  The crime of identity theft occurs when someone, without the victim’s 
knowledge, acquires a piece of personal information and uses it to gain something of 
value.   
Popular types of identity theft are credit card fraud, using victim information to sign up 
for a service, and opening a bank account in the victim’s name to make transfers or write 
bad checks. 

C O U N T E R F E I T I N G / F O R G E R Y  

Economic crimes are Forgery and Fraud, like peanut butter and jelly, this type of crime 
goes hand and hand.  If one goes up the other usually does too.  Forgery involves the al-
tering of a document or currency and Fraud is used to report the property that is obtained 
deceitfully. 

In 2009, forgery increased by 5 cases.  There were slightly less counterfeit bills and more 
forged drivers licenses, checks and other miscellaneous documents. 

Reasons why ID Theft is on the rise: 
♦ Criminals took advantage of the unemployed by offering work at home 

scams and fake job listings. 
 
♦ More individuals discovered they were victims of ID Theft after applying 

for government sponsored programs requiring a social security number. 
 
♦ Crime classification has improved.  Detectives have been educating the 

police department on methods to correctly classify economic crime. 
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S O C I E T Y  C R I M E   

Sixteen percent (990 offenses) of crime in Arvada can be categorized as Crime Against So-
ciety – Drug Offenses, Pornography, Prostitution and Weapon Offenses.   
 
Drug and weapon offenses make up the majority of society crime in Arvada. Declines in 
both of these categories has resulted in a 22% decrease. 

Arvada is experiencing a decline in Society crime for the first time in three years.   
 
Drug offenses make up the majority of society crime.  The drug offenses are comprised of 
individuals who have possessed, distributed or manufactured drugs and those who have 
been in possession of drug paraphernalia (pipes, bongs etc.).   
 
Arvada had 506 drug violations, the majority involving marijuana, followed by metham-
phetamine.  There were 447 drug paraphernalia violations, resulting in 1189 items seized 
in 2009. 
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N O N - C R I M I N A L  O F F E N S E S  

The table below shows the top 10 non-criminal offenses reported in  2009.  The non-
criminal offenses listed below account for 76% of all non-criminal offenses in Arvada.  
Unfounded events are included in the count below. 

Arvada is showing a 142 incident increase in the number of field contact reports 
taken.  Suspicious incident reports also are on the rise.  Both  may be the result of the 
Directed Patrol Intervention (DPI) projects, that focus on specific locations in Arvada 
combined, with the Tactical Information Group (TIG) list that focuses on persons of 
interest. 

H I G H  F R E Q U E N C Y  N O N - C R I M I N A L  L O C A T I O N S  
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A R R E S T S  I N  A R V A D A   

This section includes all arrests related to individuals taken into custody and/or given 
a summons.   Most arrests involve a criminal violation; the exception is custody ar-
rests related to habitual traffic offenders.  Summonses related to Traffic Violations  will 
be covered in the 2009 Traffic Safety report. 

There were 4730  individuals arrested in 
2009.  Fifty percent  of arrests involve a 
Group B offense.   
 
Group B offenses includes all of the 
crimes that were not covered under Per-
son, Property or Society.   
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A R R E S T S  I N  A R V A D A   

The table below shows high frequency arrests in Arvada 

Characteristic of an offender: 
• Male (average age = 27) 
• Female (average age = 28) 
 
• 95% Race = White 
• 62% live in the city of Arvada. 

Important Note:  The statistics presented are the most accurate available on the date they were 
compiled.  These statistics may differ slightly from those published in subsequent reports – be-
cause of later re-classification based on facts discovered during the investigation and specific 
categorical guidelines.  Please contact Nora Bensko at (720) 898-6940 with any questions about 
crime statistics. 
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P O L I C E  S E R V I C E S  &  C O N T A C T S   

The Arvada Police Department Web Site 
http://arvadapd.org/crime-and-prevention 

 
On our website you can: 
 
♦ View crime prevention tips 
♦ View current contact information 
♦ View crime statistics 
♦ Report a crime  
♦ Order a crime report, photos or dispatch cd 
♦ Make an online minor traffic accident report 
♦ Map crime locations on line (RAIDS & Crime Reports) 
♦ Help us solve a crime 
♦ Learn about crime prevention 
♦ Watch KATV’s Cop Talk– This is a show designed to promote community policing con-

cepts in Arvada via cable television.  

Crime Analysis Contact Information 
 

Nora Bensko:  720-898-6940 (Tue, Wed, Thu & Fri) 
Susan Land:  720-898-6941 (Mon, Tue, Wed & Thu) 


